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Sumner, Miss. Oulet And Peaceful Since 1872
Finds Itself S t orm ( enter of L yncll Trial

‘A Good Place l
To Raise a Boy~ e

By Staff Correspondent

SUMNER. Miss—A little Del- .

its quietness
which, advertises it as
plate tp raise a boy"
i» the skebe of 3 trial
of o fourteen: year-old
found in the
which
5

y
chis River,
1o the -east of
Hippt,

For the secc

has mpde ¢
repspers” acrom

For the' sebond time slso the
Taliadatchis River has been an

gro
a5 the waters flowed through ¢
strests of Sumner arid many ot
or towns on each side “of
Tallahatchie

Sumner. pe known as s
good place to fish with fhe com- |
ing of flood comtrol and) its cit-
Izans ssttled down to a quist ex-
igtance,

Then, on August 31, the Talla-
hatchie ylelded up the bedy of
Emmett: Louis Till, 14 of Chica-
9. who.‘was muirdered for alleg- |
sdly insulting » whllo woman n |
nearby Money,

Sumner l'_\ﬂunl'hld read um
the Till boy had been taken from
his uncle's. home by two white |
men, Roy Bryant, 24 of Money
and ‘his half-brother J. W. Mii- |
am 38 of Glendora. The men had
been  charged with Till's kidnap-
ping and were in the Leflors |
County.  Jall*in Greenwood. This |
was close to bome, dut the case |
was Leflors County's  problem,
Sumner residents figured. Howev- |
er, the next day, jurisdiction was
transterred to Tallahatehie Coun-
ty sinee the body was found just
over the county Hne. Furthermore
the pody was found in a section
which comes under ths jurisdic.
tion of.the ‘Circuft Court district
at Sumner. Sumner- and Charles-
thn are the county seats, v-“lh;
Charieston, which has about 3,000 |
residents serving the area east |
of the river which bisects’ ¢
county. "Sumner has about 550
resdents.

Thé full realization of what
was ‘to come hit Sumner resl-
dants when Milsm gnd’ Bryant
wers arreigned on murder and
kidngp chadgwes at the court-
house Sept. 8.

Telephons calls from New York,
Chicago, Detroit and other large
town
"What's -mew In

qlieries about
the TU case?”
TAKEN OVER TOWN

Newspapér meh, photographers
and television camersmen hive
taken'over the town which dossn't
oven have a commercial photogra-
pher, but Sumner people are wor-
ried most of all about rumors
which describe  their home as 3

!M whers I'IEIIJ tension is
mounting.”

“Sumner is just the place where
the trial fs being held. We didn't
have anything to do  wity the
cams. Planty of other places are
more dBeply) fvaived. yet when
the trial is over,'no matter what
the outcome, thess other towns
il e forgotien. Sumner won't
be™ explained one Sumner-residint.

Speaking -for his fellow towr
men. William Bimpson, publisher
ot the weekly Sumner ‘Sentiriel
#ald, “We cortainly hope the trinl
wen't be turnid inlo & sort of
Roman: holtday. We wint a fair
and tmpartial trial handled just
like any other case. After all.
this: isourtown; we own proper-
ty here, woll lve on hers -.mr
this ts-all-over.

Thets is me.nu‘, a feeling of

they foel i» sn stéempt by out-
aiders to' stir up troubts_betwsen
Negross and whites, 2)
SIDE BY SIDE —

It has been pointed out that
Negrdws and whites worked side

-

A STATUTE OF A CONFEDERATE SOLDIER guasds

the Nwdlmﬂnmlylnﬁmmn'm.m
_usheralded un!

Bumner Co\u\ly Courthouse where ths sensational Emmett. Louls Till | Place ot raise s Boy." Thia sleepy -l-lu town was
eek. B

2 Whimpering 2-Yr. Olds
| Get Spotlight at Trial

by side to carve out & place
the towm They worked o clear
the underbush and to turn &
mlkr!n!tlud swamp Jand into

a thitving agricultural town stre
rounded by prosperous  planta-
tions.

One woman m poming to the
mutual trust of Sumnex citizens
‘People 0f both races have
» trusted each other. Why,
there are only a few white peo-
ple in Sumner who would hesitate
to leave their children with a
trusted Negro woman.”

IN NO DANGER

One plantation owner citing
what unfavorable publicity . ean
do, or undo, sald & Negro man
who' lved on his place went to

Mrlrﬂ with the body of .the
T boy. “He got ip there’ and
started hearing reports of troubls
in the South and called me and
wanted to know if it was safe
to come home. I told him
ome ahead. he was in no an-

£E

ger.

Another resident stated fhat f
® white boy's body had  besn
pulled from the river, no one
morth of Memphis would have
ever read about the case

Sumner is a bit off the beatea
path of motorists and consequent-
Iy & number of Southérn people
weren't sure of its exact loca-

Mion.- Two' main highways sweep

to the east and, west, Highway
61 through /Clarksdale “to the
west and Higbway 51 to Grena-

Lda to -the east.

Motorists— driving~sputh  on
Highway 81 turn southeastward
on Highway 49E at Clarksdale.
From Clarksdale, it's & 17 mile
drive through
Sumner.

The ‘town's. business diatrict i
construcied in the “county .seat
square” fashion with the 45 year-
old courthouse as  the center,
Parking meters are not  used
Dere. :

Narrow, ‘winding stairs jgad
from the courthouse lobby * to
the eourtroom where Bryant and
ek artieedeadiisl s

(Cotinued on Page 19)
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SUMNER, Misi— Two whim-
pering two-year olds, their faces
serubbed,  wearing their ' Sunday
best, . were spoken fo sharply
here Monday and told to -mind
and behave. The cautioning’ per-
son, who admonished his children
ta & the right’ thing in . this
county courtroom” in - 3 p-
pl. was Roy Bryant. He is one of
the two men who went on trial
for murdering a 14-year old Chi-
cago boy. X

Both Bryant and-his’ alleged
partner-in-crime JW.  Milam
Brought thelr’ four baby sons to
jcourt daily. THa youngaters scam-
pered over the 1aps
chewed gum, = played  cowboy,
squealed. and in general enjoyed
themselves while their grim faced
fathers face the bar of Misstzsip-
Pl justice.

Accompanying thes two  mend
Monday were - their . attractive
wives,” one ‘of whom was the ‘re-
ciplent of the wolf-whistle from
young Emmett Till of Chicago. .
“Mrs. Carolyn Brysnt, the 21-
year .old brunette, was dressed n
& aimple dark grey Hress with
high neckline,. She leaned 'close
to her husband, her. fingers fid.

nun; 8he remained passive and

Hrl Juanita Milam, 27-year

old wife of the other, defendant,
wors a lighter colored grey wuit
on Mondsy morning. The collar
and sleeves wers  trimimed - in
white and her was

start of ‘the-trial this

tified

Wednesday as th

™

REV. MOSE WRIGHT (indicatsd by arrow)
i & ‘s first witheas
he T surder trial. Here Wright, flanked by

Naacp Disavows Support
Of Till Fund Raising

MOUNT BAYOU, Misa—The
National. Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People xn:
nounced Tussdsy It had not aul
thorised & fund-ralsing wpeak
tour_for Mrs. Mamie Bradley,
mother of the 14-year-old Mis

By Btaff Corresponendt

her neck.
When the children grew rest-
les, the mothers held them, but

they finally broke away and ex-
o

plored the court room.
Bryant's two sons, Lamar,

and Roy, Jr., 3 and Milam's m

Harbey, 3 and Bill, 4 seemed per-

fectly ot ease in the srea  of,| Publishi

charged expectation.

Oncq, Bill Milam picked up” &
toy pistol and fired an imaginary
shot &t Roy, Jr. ;

Bill, the oldest child  preacht,
clamibered * over the rail and
stamped down the * alsle making’
little boy ‘noises. He ran his hand
along.the courtroom railing puck-
ots, spparently deriving * great
saddsfaction from the machines

gun clack that he produ

The, two-year olds whimpered
and  wiggied " Bryast  spoke
lmrply and oustiosdd " hem b0
be sUIL",

-—-—---«o.—-

Ph.«!oso by

1r.a’a¢ﬂ’m
s man he

long©  halr
bound n & bun at the nape of

e et

&

chmidt Optical Co.

2604 FRANKLIN AVE. .

See Clearﬁ
Learn Quickly!

When a child sees
claurly without squint- *
ing or eye-strain, “bet-
ter school marks come
@ lot easier. Correct
.vision is essential to
educational progress.

I 33875

ArQus Pres,
On-the-Scene -

procesdings. 2

. Newzmen covering the senh-
tional trial of suspects in the bru~
tal alaying of the 1d-yenr-oid Chi-
cago youth tiare:

Jumes 1. Hicks, Afro-American
newapaper and NNPA correspons
lant; Alex Wilson, editor of th.
Memphis  Ti-State

photographer David Jackson of
u.. Joknson Publications ‘of Chi-

eru Argus  pholographer
Willam B Franklin and  this
writer arrived before tiial time
mmay o _get complets cov

HE,

® Courteous and

2732 PINE BLVD,

The murde;.
| Beyent, 24-year-old

EVERY MODERN
CONVENIENCE

®' Casket Selection Room
pel and Parlors
® Ampls Pdrking Space
bt ac Rolling Stock

Russell Undertaking 3(_'.&

thest by a Negro employes of the

Nnﬂ' o ralse” funds - for
rsonal g
The m!luul NAACP  whose

hearts of bigoted sputherners
make crystal clear it had po part
in this dastardly scheme i &
telegram to Mrs.. Ruby Hurley s

dng | field repregentative. The national

office of the NAACP -umoﬂuu
Mrs, Hurley to relsase- this in-
formation” to the press,

The' wire said:
- "!n. TepOrters - Wnow
NMCP net and is Aot

mlnlllu & fund raising speak-
ing tour for Mre. Bradley, as our
lawyars have advised-we have
no basls for funds for legal ac.
tion i the TiL cass in. as much
a8 responsibility for legal action

two grandsons. wails ‘s the remr
while jurors were being

. BY STEVE DUNCAN Argus Siaft Oortespondent
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A Judge A Grgd ;

very naine strikes fear fn. theto seture justice in this case rests |ject ta misintarpretation.” . °
suspects are Roy the line' .
ol

ro provided
that of the Negro

reporters
in a far corner to the right of
the courtroom which  made It

difficult 1o hear some of the pro-

However; the Negro press was
made 2 comfortable as poswi-
ble in the sweltering Mississipri

Efficient Sorvic-




